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A YEAR OF CELEBRATION

Economic development, like a planted seed, takes time and fostering to cultivate. The impact of economic 
development grows over  time, and while each project timeline varies, the industry average for full  
community impact is 3-5 years. Since 2010, the EDC has announced over 50 projects, over 16,000 new 
and retained jobs, and a $1.61 billion capital investment. During Fiscal Year 17/18, many of these projects 

celebrated significant milestones. From groundbreakings and ribbon cuttings, to new investment and increased hiring. 
Fiscal year 17/18 was a year of celebration, which was certainly worth the wait. 
 

We’re not the only ones celebrating. Brevard County’s economic turnaround continues to catch attention in media 
outlets such as Florida Trend, The Orlando Sentinel, MSNBC, Orlando Business Journal, SpaceCoast Business Magazine and 
FLORIDA TODAY, to name a few. 
 

The EDC’s business retention programs are growing and provide valuable resources and opportunities for our existing 
industry. Businesses throughout Brevard County have been positively impacted from EDC’s programs including: 
G.O. Contracts, Technology Docking, Manufacturing Training, and Talent Attraction. Individually, each program brings a 
reason for celebration, such as 200 students completing the Certified Production Technician course, or over $50 million in 
new government contracts awarded to more than 20 small businesses. 

Although our work is not done, Fiscal Year 17/18 certainly was a year to remember. Thank you for celebrating 
alongside us, and for your continuous support for Brevard County.

 
Sincerely,
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MARKETING  
EARNED MEDIA

RETENTION 
PROGRAM

$

BY THE NUMBERS FY 2017-2018

INVESTOR ACTIVITY

WEBSITE METRICS

753,051

 

29,042

$58,750
$518,098

PRIVATE NEW  
INVESTMENT 

GOAL - $50,000

GOAL - 1500

 

GOAL - $525,000
ACTUAL AUDITED

926

91
= $50M
CONTRACTS WON

G.O. CONTRACTS:

EARNED MEDIA
200%

BREVARD'S CHANGE IN 
MANUFACTURING GDP 

SINCE 2001*

90
RANKINGS HIGHER 
ON MILKEN INSTITUTE'S 

'BEST PERFORMING  
LARGE CITIES'

#1 
MOST DIVERSIFIED 

ECONOMY 
IN FLORIDA**

VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

TOTAL PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT

ACTUAL

WEBSITE  
VISITS

A YEAR OF CELEBRATION

* Florida Department of Economic Opportunity; Bureau of Labor Market Statistics
** Florida Gulf Coast University’s Regional Economic Research Institute
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RESULTS & HIGHLIGHTS

BUSINESS GROWTH and DEVELOPMENT
Continuing to fuel investment in Brevard County’ s economic base through targeted recruitment, 
retention, and workforce programs.

	 During the fiscal year, projects that celebrated grand openings and/or hiring events included; Alstom, Blue Origin,  
Comprehensive Health Services, Embraer Aero Seating, Enhanced Resource Centers, Extant Aerospace, Northrop Grumman, 
Thales, and the Walmart Distribution Center.

On May 3, the EDC held its 5th Annual 
Made in Brevard Expo, which was the 
2nd consecutive year the Expo was 
open to the public. Over 400 attendees 
experienced local manufacturing from 
over 40 Space Coast companies. From 
the latest training machinery, to a robot 
prototype – the Expo had it all on hand 
for the Space Coast to experience.

G.O. Contracts connects businesses to an enhanced 
government contracting database focused 
on customized content and 
opportunities. Since its inception 
in 2013, companies participating in 
the program have been awarded 
91 contracts totaling more than 
$50 million in value.



www.SpaceCoastEDC.org 5

RESULTS & HIGHLIGHTS

MARKETING  and  EARNED MEDIA
The EDC published new data resources and promoted community advantages to local, regional and 
national media, earning highly visible placement in respected industry outlets.

The Space Coast's turnaround was  
featured on WESH 2 News Chronicle on 
December 13, 2017. Titled "Space Coast 
Comeback", the one-hour special highlighted 
Brevard’s turnaround following the end of the 
shuttle era. WESH 2 highlighted how Brevard 
County leaders, including the EDC’s President 
and CEO Lynda Weatherman, Frank DiBello 
President and CEO of Space Florida, and Marci 
Murphy President of CareerSource Brevard, 
lead the impressive economic comeback of  
Brevard County.

The EDC revamped its publication, Florida’s 
Space Coast: America’s High-Tech Titan. 
This modern brochure was distributed 
throughout the nation to present Brevard 
County as the top location to do business.

$ 753,051 EARNED MEDIA
The EDC continues to attract top talent to the Space Coast 
through its talent attraction campaign, Live Big Space Coast. 
This fiscal year, two videos were released to raise awareness 

of Brevard County, Florida 
as the location of choice to 
build a career. Titled “A Day 
in the Life on Florida’s Space 
Coast”, the videos show the 
exciting and diverse options 
to live, work, and play in 
Brevard County, and have 

reached tens of thousands through the EDC’s Facebook page 
and at LiveBigSpaceCoast.com to see more.

The EDC commissioned a survey to gage local 
parents’ perception of manufacturing, 
to help the EDC address the need for skilled 
workers in Brevard County.

The EDC’s Research office produced a 
study for NASA, estimating its KSC based 
operations total economic impact in Brevard 
County, Central Florida, and Florida.
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COMPETITIVE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
The EDC continues to support the economic competitiveness of Brevard County.

RESULTS & HIGHLIGHTS

On December 5, 2017 the EDC hosted the Americas Competitiveness 
Exchange (ACE). A delegation of over 50 representatives from around the 
world came to Brevard County during its ACE 8 Tour, further promoting 
the Space Coast as an internationally-known hub for innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

The EDC hosted a series of roundtable forums, an initiative arranged every election year with major political candidates, in 
order to communicate the importance of the aerospace industry to our local economy. In addition to major candidates, the 
EDC also hosted a roundtable with NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine, to discuss the significant role Brevard County and 
Kennedy Space Center hold in future aerospace programs.

This fiscal year, the EDC was awarded with a $500,000 Defense 
Infrastructure Grant from the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity. The award will support the Brevard County Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) Civil Site Preparation project in support of Patrick 
Air Force Base.

The EDC continuously works to identify opportunities to engage 
legislative representatives to further strengthen advocacy and 
programs designed to protect and enhance our economy on 
both business and military levels. The 15th Annual Community 
Leader’s Trip commenced with a visit to Washington D.C. 
where business and political leaders reinforced the key roles our 
military and aerospace sectors hold on the Space Coast through 
meetings with elected officials.
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AD VALOREM TAX (AVT) 
ABATEMENT
Chair: Neal Johnson 
US Bank
     
AEROSPACE, AVIATION & 
NATIONAL SECURITY
Chair: Joe Mayer  
Lockheed Martin Space Systems 
Company

CERTIFIED PRODUCTION 
TECHNICIAN
Chair: Matt Susin
J.W. Edens & Company, Inc./
Brevard County School Board   

COMMUNITY & INVESTOR 
RELATIONS
Chair: Laura Young
Dean Mead 

DEVELOPMENT   
Chair: Luke Miorelli
M.E. Construction, Inc. 
  
GOVERNANCE FINANCE            
Chair: Kirk Hall      
Sentry View Systems      
 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS        
Chair: Bradley White
GrayRobinson, P.A.  

INDUSTRY
Chair: Julie Song
FL Business & Manufacturing  
Solutions, Inc. 
 
INNOVATION
Chair: Dr. Abram Walton  
Florida Institute of Technology    

SPACE COAST DEFENSE 
ALLIANCE
Chair: Daniel Ciuro  
Edward Jones 

MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST (MASC)

 	 MASC continues to serve as the succinct voice for Brevard County’s robust and diverse 
manufacturing base through action-oriented efforts to advocate, promote, educate, and 
connect. Its action-oriented efforts promote regional manufacturing companies, products and 
careers, advocate for critical issues impacting the manufacturing sector, connect manufacturers 
to resources and opportunities, and educate manufacturers, their incumbent workers and the 
talent of the future.

EDC COUNCILS & TASK FORCES

See Manufacturing Through New Eyes – the multi-media outreach campaign continued  
throughout the fiscal year, telling the stories of those positively impacted by a career in  
manufacturing. The campaign overcomes negative perceptions about the industry, effectively  
meeting objections with facts and examples from authentic stories, from real people working in 
manufacturing in Brevard. The campaign includes a targeted website ManufacturingInBrevard.org 
which features an array of resources for the manufacturing industry in Brevard County.

ATTRACTING THE NEXT GENERATION OF THE MANUFACTURING WORKFORCE



Mr. Robert F. Adams 
Tsunami Tsolutions 
Ms. Gwendolyn Anello 
Anello Consulting/Drupal Easy 
Mr. Mike Artelli 
Space Coast Association of REALTORS 
Honorable Jeff Bailey* 
City of Palm Bay 
Ms. Kristin Bakke, CAE 
LEAD Brevard 
Ms. Courtney Barker 
City of Satellite Beach 
Mr. Arthur Becker* 
Health First Health Plans 
Mr. Charles R. Berry II 
TotalCareIT 
Mr. Barney T. Bishop 
Barney Bishop Consulting, LLC 
Ms. Leah Blackmore 
Courtyard by Marriott – Melbourne 
West 
Honorable Jeri Blanco 
City of Cocoa 
Ms. Jean Ann Bowman 
Delaware North Companies Parks & 
Resorts at KSC, Inc. 
Ms. Julie Braga 
Residence Inn Melbourne 
Mr. Thomas Brandon 
Brandon Development  
Ms. Linda S. Brandt 
Brandt Ronat & Company 
Mr. Adam Broadway 
Certified General Contractors 
Ms. Kim Brown 
Boys Electrical Contractors, LLC 
Ms. Colleen Browne 
Keiser University 
Ms. Sandra Burge 
Wells Fargo 
Mr. Mark Busalacchi* 
Orlando/Melbourne Int. Airport 
Ms. Holly Carver 
Representing Commissioner Pritchett 
Ms. Laura Chiesman, CFP 
FirstWave Financial 
Mr. Daniel Ciuro* 
Space Coast Defense Alliance & 
Representing Commissioner Barfield 
Ms. Roz Clark 
Space Foundation 
Mr. Chris Conneen 
Pizza Gallery & Grill / Edible Art Catering 
Mr. Wayne Cooper 
Representing Commissioner Isnardi 
Mr. Brian Curtin, P.E.* 
BRPH Companies 
Mr. Bill Davis 
IM Solutions, Inc. 
Mr. Craig Day 
DRB Packaging 
Ms. Angelica DeLuccia Morrissey 
Griffin Communications Group 
Ms. Cindy Dittmer, AICP* 
City of Melbourne 
Dr. Stephany Eley 
Christian Care Ministry 
Mr. Dan Evans 
At-Large Representative,  
Evans Butler Realty, Inc. 
Mr. Al Forbes 
RUSH Construction Inc. 
Mr. Barry Forbes 
Branch Banking and Trust Co. 
 

Mr. Peter Fusscas 
Representing Commissioner Smith 
Mr. Bart Gaetjens* 
Florida Power & Light Company 
Mr. Kevin M. Gholston 
CVG Strategy, LLC  
Ms. Debbie Goode* 
Carr, Riggs, & Ingram, CPA’s & Advisors 
Mr. Don Gust 
All Service Graphics, Inc. 
Mr. Jonathan Gutierrez 
Merritt Island Boat Works 
Mr. Kirk Hall* 
Sentry View Systems 
Mr. Rich Hall 
Luke & Associates 
Ms. Debbie Harvey 
Ron Jon Surf Shop 
Mr. Phil Hayes, MBA, AVA* 
Berman Hopkins Wright & LaHam, CPAs 
and Associates, LLP 
Ms. Karen Heird 
Crowne Plaza Melbourne Oceanfront 
Resort & Spa 
Mr. Tom Hermansen 
Ocean Partners Associates, LTD 
Mr. Gordy Houser* 
Lockheed Martin Space 
Mr. Timothy Hudspeth 
AccuTech Construction 
Mr. Trey Huy 
Jobear Construction 
Mr. Bill Johnson 
Orlando Melbourne Intl. Airport 
Mr. Neal Johnson* 
U.S. Bank & AVT Council Chair 
Honorable Wayne Justice* 
Canaveral Port Authority 
Ms. Dana Kilborne* 
Dana Kilborne 
Mr. Robert Klein 
Northrop Grumman Systems Corp. 
Mr. David Kornick* 
Harris Corporation 
Mr. Gary Krueger 
TLC Engineering for Architecture 
Mr. Leslie Lake 
RS&H, Inc. 
Mr. Michael Lapidus 
Space Exploration Technologies 
Mr. Trevor Lewis 
Viera Builders 
Mr. Brian Lightle* 
At-Large Representative, Lightle 
Beckner Robison, Inc. 
Ms. Elisabeth Logan 
City of Rockledge 
Ms. Joni C. Luce 
CORT 
Mr. Jordan Luhn 
LifeStyle Homes, Inc. 
Mr. Ben Malik 
Center State Bank 
Mr. Joe Mayer* 
Lockheed Martin Space 
Ms. Dawn Mays 
Sheldon Cove, LLLP 
Mr. Scott McCallum* 
Charter Communications/Spectrum 
Ms. Stephanie McLoughlin 
FLORIDA TODAY Communications 
Dr. Linda Miedema 
Eastern Florida State College 
Mr. Jason Miller 
Bank of American/Merrill Lynch 

Dr. Lauren Miller 
University of Central Florida 
Mr. Luke Miorelli, P.E.* 
M.E.C. Contractors Engineers 
Mr. Todd Morley 
City of Cape Canaveral 
Ms. Marci Murphy 
CareerSource Brevard 
Mr. Gary Neal, P.E. 
M.E.C. Contractors Engineers 
Honorable Jo Lynn Nelson 
City of Titusville 
Mr. Paul Newman 
Satcom Direct 
Mr. James J. O’Brien 
Melbourne Greyhound Park & Club 52 
Mr. J. Cole Oliver 
Rossway Swan Tierney Barry Lacey & 
Oliver, P.L. 
Ms. Ramona Osburn 
Palm Point Behavioral Health 
Mr. Gary Palmer* 
Comprehensive Health Services 
Mr. Daniel Pierron 
Widerman Malek, PL 
Mr. Todd Pokrywa* 
The Viera company & Representing 
Melbourne Regional Chamber East 
Central FL 
Mr. Dan Pollock 
AT&T Florida 
Mr. Travis Proctor* 
Artemis, Inc. 
Mr. Jonathan H. Reed 
At-Large Representative,  
Strategy First LLC 
Ms. Dina Reider-Hicks* 
Waste Management & Representing 
Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber 
Ms. Jennifer Rogers 
W & J Construction 
Mr. Anthony Romero 
Dale Sorensen Real Estate 
Ms. Wendy Romeu 
Alluvionic 
Mr. Andy Romine 
Rockledge Regional Medical Center 
Honorable Hal Rose 
City of West Melbourne 
Mr. Mike Ruggiero 
TD Bank 
Mr. Gilbert Russell* 
At-Large Representative, Seacoast Bank 
Mr. Jack L. Ryals 
National Realty of Brevard, Inc. 
Ms. Jessica Rye 
United Launch Alliance  
Mr. Robert Salonen* 
Representing Greater Palm Bay 
Chamber 
Capt. Winston Scott* 
Florida Institute of Technology 
Ms. Leah Selig* 
Space Coast Association of REALTORS 
Mr. Michael Sjuggerud, Esq. 
Cantwell & Goldman, P.A. 
Mr. Forrest Smalley 
Florida City Gas 
Honorable Curt Smith* 
Brevard County Board of CC 
Ms. Lynn Smith* 
Parrish Medical Center 
Ms. Julie Song* 
FL Business & Mfg. Solutions 
Mr. Billy Specht* 
Representing Titusville Area Chamber 
Ms. Natasha Cartagena Spencer 
Shelter Mortgage – Florida 

Mr. Todd J. Starkey 
The Compass Wealth Management 
Group at UBS Financial Services, Inc. 
Ms. Linda Stout 
SunTrust Bank 
Mr. Sean Stradtner 
Sorensen Moving and Storage 
Honorable Matthew Susin* 
J.W. Edens & Company, Inc. 
Mr. Stephen C. Thomas 
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor  
& Reed, P.A. 
Ms. Christine Thompson* 
At-Large Representative, Carr, Riggs, & 
Ingram, CPA’s & Advisors 
Mr. Emmanuel Tormes* 
The Boeing Company 
Mr. Todd Twachtmann 
Rockwell Collins, Inc. 
Mr. Matthew Vazquez 
Next Level Marketing LLC 
Mr. David Volk 
Volk Law Offices, P.A. 
Dr. Abram Walton, Ph.D* 
Florida Institute of Technology 
Mr. Ken Welsh 
Welsh Construction 
Mr. Bradley White* 
GrayRobinson, P.A. 
Ms. Lisa Wilder 
PNC Bank 
Mr. Bill Williams 
A Cut Above Video Productions, Inc. 
Mr. Michael H. Williams 
M.H. Williams Construction Group 
Ms. Laura Young* 
Dean Mead 
 
 
Ex-Officio Members  
Mr. Frank DiBello 
Space Florida 
Mr. Robin Fisher 
North Brevard Economic Development 
Zone 
Mr. Kyle Graham 
Lead Brevard 2018 “4 Under 40” 
Mr. Wyatt Hoover 
Lead Brevard 2018 “4 Under 40” 
Mark Mullins, Ed.D. 
Brevard Public Schools 
Col Thomas R. Ste. Marie 
45th Space Wing 
Ms. Claudia Jones* 
Dean Mead 
Dr. Neil Levine 
Brevard Culture Alliance 
Ms. Carla McRae, CPA, CGMA, MSA 
Lead Brevard 2018 “4 Under 40” 
Ms. Krista Miller 
Lead Brevard 2018 “4 Under 40” 
Ms. Janet Petro 
NASA 
Mr. Rob Rains 
United Way of Brevard 
 

*Denotes Executive Committee Member
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